[Role of radiotherapy in soft tissue sarcoma].
Radiation therapy is generally used as a surgical adjuvant in the treatment of soft tissue sarcomas. Postoperative external beam irradiation is the most commonly applied treatment. The majority of retrospective studies have suggested that radiation therapy could reduce the incidence of local recurrence. Radiation is recommended in case of deep tumor location, inadequate surgical margins and grade 3 tumor. A total dose of 55 to 65 Gy using large volume with initial field margin of 5 cm are recommended. Radiation therapy can also be delivered in preoperative fashion, but the majority of the studies have reported a higher wound complication rate. The value of brachytherapy for reducing the risk of local recurrence has been demonstrated in a randomized trial, especially for patients with high grade tumors. The combination of external radiation (40 to 45 Gy) and brachytherapy (15 to 20 Gy) seems to be the optimal adjuvant local strategy.